Algebra I  2017-2018
Mr. Ngugi, A203
Class Syllabus
Dulles High School
Welcome to Algebra I!  This is perhaps the most important mathematics course you will take in high school.  The foundation you build in Algebra I will help you with every other mathematics course you take.  The most important thing to remember is that you must keep up every day.  Do your homework and don’t be afraid to ask questions!  

Course Overview
This course serves as a foundation for all higher-level mathematics courses.  It focuses on the development of functions and the understanding of functional relationships.  Students investigate algebra through problem solving in real-world situations.  Students will participate in developing tables, coordinate graphing, algebraic analysis and linear and quadratic equations and their graphs using appropriate technology.

Textbook
Algebra I – Pearson, 2015 – available in classroom and online; students may request a book for use at home. 
Online Textbook and Resources
Use the link below to access the online textbook: (can also be found on Mr. Ngugi’s webpage)
https://sso.rumba.pearsoncmg.com/sso/login?profile=eb&service=https://k12integrations.pearsoncmg.com/ca/dashboard.htm&EBTenant=FTBEND-TX
Username: FBISD + last 6 digits of Student ID (case sensitive)
Password: last 6 digits of Student ID
Supplies
· Pencils (please load the backpack with them!)
· Red pens (more than one just in case)
· Binder/Folder for homework 
· Composition book for notes
· Notebook paper (2 packages – bring some and keep some at home)
· Box of tissues (Please!)
· Calculator – I encourage my students to use a graphing calculator at times.  HOWEVER, a personal graphing calculator is not required, but recommended. (TI Nspire)

A class set of calculators is available for class use but they do not leave the classroom.
Strategies for Success
1. Be respectful – Respect yourself, your classmates and Ms. Ayala
2. Be on time – Be in your seat before the bell rings.  You are tardy if you are not seated when the bell rings.
3. Be prepared – Bring your completed homework and your supplies.
4. Be organized – Keep your calendar and notebook updated and organized.
5. Be present – 1. Be physically present. Missing class can set you behind! 2. Be mentally present and engaged. 
6. Be resourceful – Ask questions, use online resources, and come to tutorials often.
Course Outline

	1st Grading Period
	2nd Grading Period
	3rd Grading Period
	4th Grading Period

	· Inspirational Math

· Exploring Functions

· Solving Linear Functions, Equations, and Inequalities
· Graphing and Writing Linear Functions, Equations, and Inequalities

	· Graphing and Writing Linear Functions, Equations, and Inequalities continued
· Systems of Linear Equations and Inequalities

	· Operations of Polynomial Functions
· Graphs of Quadratic Functions
	· Graphs of Quadratic Functions continued
· Solving Quadratic Equations
· Exponential Functions


Tutorials 

The Algebra I teachers are available for tutoring help according to the following schedule.                                                 
          Algebra I Tutorial Schedule
                                                    2017-2018
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Morning

(6:50-7:20)
	Ms. Ayala

A206
	      --------
	Mrs. Finley

A204
	Mr. Chen

A202
	Mr. Ngugi

A203

	Afternoon

(2:40-3:10)
	Mr. Chen

A202
	Mr. Ngugi

A203
	--------
	Ms Ayala

A206
	--------


Grading Policy

50% Major Grades – including Major Tests and Projects

50% Daily Grades – including Homework, Quizzes and Warm-Ups

Homework

Homework will be assigned daily and must be ready to turn in when requested.  Daily homework is an important part of Algebra I.  Mastery of the material can only be achieved with practice.  Good homework habits = success!

Late and Missing Work
Late homework may be turned in one day late for 70% credit.  

Makeup Work
Each student is responsible for checking the calendar and making up any missed work.  Calendars can be found on my website. The “While You Were Out” folders contain copies of any worksheets distributed during class. 
If you are absent on the day of an announced test, you will be required to make up that test during class upon your return.  If you miss instruction immediately prior to a test, you will have one day to make up that work before the taking the test.  You must make special arrangements to make up the test.
Contact Information

The easiest way to contact me is by email.  Please email me any time you have a question or concern.  I will respond to you as soon as possible.

Email:  Peter.Ngugi@fortbendisd.com
Phone: 281-634-5600, during school hours; 281-634-7097, after 2:50 p.m.

Conference Time: 9:20-10:10 a.m. by appointment

Website:  http://www.fortbendisd.com/Domain/904
Student/Family Access (Online Gradebook for Students and Parents)

Fort Bend ISD allows parents to access up-to-date student information including grades using Family Access.   The website link is http://www.fortbendisd.com/family-access
I strongly encourage both parents and students to use this tool to track grades and communicate with teachers. I will use the Message Center in Family Access to send information like test notices, reviews, etc. to students and parents throughout the year. Please make sure your email addresses are correct in Family Access so that you can receive this information.
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Family Access

Please check all boxes below that apply.

· I am registered for Family Access.
· I have verified both parent and student email addresses in Family Access. 
· I do not have access to email.

· I do not have access to Family Access. 
· My child needs a textbook for home.

· My child would like to check out a calculator for use at home.
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By signing below I acknowledge that I have read and understand the rules and procedures established in this syllabus. Should I have any questions about what is contained in the syllabus I will contact my student’s teacher regarding my concerns.
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