Smoothly Embedding Quotes into Your Sentences
Sample paragraph broken down:


In the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, Maycomb County’s sheriff Heck Tate tries to convince Atticus Finch that Jem is not responsible for Bob Ewell’s death while trying to protect the true identity of the man who is. Tate explains that, “Bob Ewell fell on his knife” (Lee 366). As Atticus continues to argue with Sheriff Tate that Jem should be accountable for his actions if he is indeed responsible for Ewell’s death, Tate strongly responds back, “I may not be much, Mr. Finch, but I’m still the sheriff of Maycomb County and Bob Ewell fell on his knife” (Lee 370). 



Consider using signal words to smoothly work quotes into sentences. Here are just a few:
Argues

Illustrates
Suggests
States
Agrees

Notes

Writes

Shows
Claims

Points out  
Describes
Compares
Rejects

Confirms
Using the author’s name as a lead in: Lee describes Maycomb County as “a tired old town” (7). Notice the change in how the parenthetical documentation looks.
Using ellipses to show omission of non-essential text: 
Because Scout had been sassy that day, “Calpurnia sent [her] through the swinging door to the dining room with a stinging smack…” (Lee 40). Note use of brackets and ellipses.
Using brackets to show a grammatical change to the original text: 
Though he is not a rich man, “Atticus [derives] a reasonable income from the law” (Lee 6).

Here the brackets are used to show a tense change since essays are written in the present tense and the original verb is past tense. 
Notice that the quote is inserted in a sentence that has already been started by the student.





See where the quotation marks 


and 


period go? 





.





What follows the quote is the citation—the author’s last name and the page number on which the info was found in the text. 





Notice the format! No P.’s and no comma—just a space.








