Find a notes style that works for you.  See examples below.  I recommend hand written notes because studies have shown that hand writing notes improves memory retention.  
You will be expected to read and take notes almost every night.  You need to keep up with the reading since you will need the information to be prepared for the next class.  
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CH. 6 THE CONSTITUTION AND THE NEW REPUBLIC

FOCUS:
1. Problems leading to the Constitutional Convention,
2. The debates in the various states on whether to ratify the new plan of government
3. the struggles of the two presidents, Washington and Adams, to meet the domestic and
international challenges of the 1790s

I The United States Under the Articles, 1781-1787: Major problems the US faced
immediately after winning its independence
a. Foreign Problems
i. US didn’t follow through with the obligations of the Treaty of Paris
il. They couldn't keep Britain from trade restrictions and military outposts
on the western frontier
b. Economic Weakness and Interstate Quarrels
i. No creditand worthless money.
ii. States were suspicious of one another and competed for economic gain
<. The Annapolis Convention
i. Washing got some states to discuss critical problems with the country.
. Not many showed up at the next meeting.
iii. They wanted the Articles of Confederation revised at the next meeting
1. Drafting the Constitution at Philadelphia: Delegates met in Philly to revise the
Articles of Confederation
a. The Delegates
i Made up of 55 young, wealthy, educated white men.
ii. Conducted in secret
iii. George Washington was the elected chairperson
iv. Some majorleaders of the Amer. Revolution were not present.
b. The Issues
i Tokeep government from abusing their power, they wanted the new
constitution to be based upon a system of checks and balances—one
branch keeping the other in check.
il. Representatives: How to represent large and small states
1. GREAT COMPROMISE:
a. Twohouse Congress
i. Each state would be given equal representation in
the Senate.
i, Each state would be represented accordingto the
size of its population in the House of Rep.
iii. Slavery: How to deal with counting and keeping slaves.
1. Three-fifths Compromise
a. Each slave was 3/5ths aperson
2. Slavery will continue for 20 years. Then can be discussed again
iv. Trade
1. Commercial Compromise
a. Congress regulates interstate trade and foreign commerce





